Maternal and fetal screening SIR,-We wish to comment on the suggestion by Dr M J V Bull that a comprehensive serum TORCH screen (toxoplasmosis, rubella, cytomegalovirus, herpes virus) may be appropriate before conception.' Dr Bull did not discuss the circumstances in which this might be appropriate or explore the implications of screening for these conditions before conception. The acronym may be a helpful aide memoire for a paediatrician faced with a sick neonate but is probably less useful to a general practitioner giving advice to a healthy woman.
Checking 
Doctors should not refuse to test women who are concerned about particular infections. Nevertheless, the implications of any test, including difficulties in interpretation, must be discussed beforehand. But screening is not an appropriate description of tests undertaken in these circumstances -screening is a service offered routinely to all women in which the advantages of testing are not outweighed by the disadvantages. It is unreasonable to offer screening tests for conditions simply because the tests are available, and it is extremely unwise to pursue the piecemeal introduction of screening tests before proper evaluation using recognised criteria. PAT 
